NOTES 

ILLUSTRATING THE CHANGES 

WHICH 

CONSONANTS UNDERGO IN PASSING 

FROM ONE 

MALAYAN DIALECT TO ANOTHER. 


As one of the principal objects of the Straits Branch of the 
Royal Asiatic Society is to trace the origin of the various dialects 
of the Malayan Peninsula and Archipelago, I have thought that 
the following notes, though hastily put together, and with very 
little material to work upon, may prove interesting and give a 
clue to those who are more capable of following the tangled thread 
of Malayan etymology to its source than I am. 

I have taken the Malay language as the starting point whenever 
possible: where three or four examples of a change are given, it 
must be understood that thirty or forty could as easily have been 
supplied: but a change exemplified by only one word must be 
considered doubtful until corroborated, as I hope each one will be, 
by further contributions from some of the large number of poly- 
glotts whom the Straits Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society counts 
among its members.* 

A. M. FERGUSON, Jnr. 


* [See Crawfurd’s paper on the Malayan and Polynesian Languages and 
Races. Journ. Ind. Arch., II., 183, 
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CHANGES IN MALAYAN DIALECTS. 


B changes into 


G 

5awa—carried. 

pawa—Java. 


Z>ara—live coals. 

yara—Battak. 


Z>elatik—sparrow. 

^ralatik—Java. 

H 

Zrisik—whisper. 

ho sik—Battak. 


iusu —bow—Amblaw. 

7/usu—Saparna. 


Julu—feather. 

h ulue—Awaiv a. 


Zrneti—box—Lariki. 

^ueti—Teluti. 

L 

Z> intang—star. 

/intang—Java. 


ri/>u—thousand. 

ri/au—Champa. 

M 

Zrnni—wise. 

muni—Battak. 


Zudan—black—Sasak. 

mitang—Solor. 


Zdaha—rat—Bouton. 

m alah a—Awaiy a. 


Z>anyu—water—Java. 

manu—Bouton. 


b o ti —rat— C a j eli. 

muti—Tidore. 

R 

Z>awa—under. 

rawa—Macassar. 


Z>anyu—water — Java. 

rano—Tomohon. 


Z>iru—blue. 

ruru—Tidore. 

T 

Zmngkus—packet. 

Zongkos—Tagala. 


Z>ulaley—elephant’s trunk. 

Zulale—Sunda. Zelale- 


Zm ah—fruit. 

Zuah—Dusun. 

N 

Zmhas—rice—Sibuy an. 

n ah as—Lara. 


laZ>oh—rat—Kiyan Dyak. 

lawau—Melano Dyak. 

W fratu—stone. 

tcatu—Java. 


Z>atuk—cough. 

watuk—Java. 


Z>atang—trunk. 

icatang—Bugis. 


baZ>i—pig. 

bawi—Macassar. 

D 

frosam—loathsome. 

dusan—Madura. 


Z>anyu—water—J ava. 

danum—Pun an Dyak. 


D changes into 

R 

idong—nose. 

irong—Java. 


dara—blood. 

rara—Salayer. 


madu—polygam}\ 

raaru—Java. 

L 

lidah—tongue. 

1 i/ah—T o m oho n. 


dara—blood. 

Zara—Matabello. 
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D changes into 


L 

duhy-^bone—Menado, 

Zuin—Ahtiago. 


dowa—day—Wayapo. 

Zau—Baju. 


daun—leaf. 

Zaun—Saparna. 


dari—knife—Tidore. 

Zari—Salibabo. 

G 

dumahi—come—Sanguir. 

^umahi—Massaratty. 


dawika—day—Sula Islands. 

^awak—Cajeli. 


day ung—oar. 

^ayung—Tagala. 


H changes into 

L 

bo7*ong—lie. 

boZaan—Tagala. 


7*abu—ashes. 

Zavn — Amblaw. 


Q changes into 

L 

tiya—three 

tiZan—Melano Dyak, 


idling—nose—Battak. 

iZong—Sulu. 


L changes into 

D 

/abuh—fallen. 

cZabu—Battak. 


Ziar—savage. 

dia—Malagasi. 


7ima—five. 

dimi—Malagasi. 


7 inta—leech. 

dinta—Malagasi. 


piZi—choose. 

fidi—Malagasi. 

N 

Ziyat—soft. 

;?iyat—Battak. 


Ziina—arm—Samoa. 

rcima—Tongan. 


maZur—jasmine. 

menur—Java. 


laZat—fly. 

lawok—Battak. 


apuZa—clog—Gorontalo. 

kapuraa—Sanguir. 

P 

Zangir—sort of bark. 

/?angir—Battak. 


Zempeng—roll of tobacco. 

pempeng—Macassar. 

B 

7aut—sea. 

7>awut—Land Dyak. 

R 

Zangit—sky. 

rangi—New Zealand. 


Zayar—sail. 

rayar—Battak. 


Zapar—hunger. 

rapar—Battak. 


ui Za—lightning—Samoa. 

uira—New Zealand. 

W 

buZan—moon. 

bo?ran—Tagala. 


buZir—ear of corn. 1 

bo7ig—Bisaya. ) 

bo?t?ig—Tagala, 
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L changes into 

T Zabu—gourd * Zabu-fabu—Battak. Zawu—Mala¬ 

gasy 

J Zangkap—ready. /angkep—Sunda. 

Gil uZu—head, oZo—Tagala. ogho —Bashi. 
tuZan—bone. tuy7*an—Bashi. 

bu/an—moon. buy^an—Bashi. 


T 

B 

P 

H 

I£ 

G 


31 

D 

S 

L 


M 

changes into 

moa—fowl. 

ton —Espiritu Santo. 

wasina—salt—Malagasi. 

7asi—Saparna. 

mata—e} T e 

7;akka —Enganho. 

7«uwat—full. 

Zmwat—Dyak. 

wzerah—red. 

Znre—Sarawak. 

makan—eaten. 

ymkan—Javanese. 

mati—dead. 

pati—Java. ^atay- 

masuk—enter. 

y>asok—Tagala. 

minta—beg. 

pinta—Java. 

mabu k—drunk. 

h obog —Bisaya. 

mase—merciful— : Lara. 

fcaseh—Sibuyan. 

lira a—hand. 

%a—Fiji. 

mas ina—s alt—Malaga si. 

yasi—Sula Islands. 

N 

changes into 

mpis—thin. 

mipis—Sea Dyak. 

maftiik—bird. 

mamuk—Bisaya. 

aipis—thin. 

Jipis—Milanau. 

ftasi—sea—Nias Islands. 

dahi—Samoe. 

m ap —f o wl—K ay an. 

siap—Pakatan. 

pa ft as—hot. 

passo—Sulus. 

maftok—bird—Javanese. 

m a/ok—Wall ai. 

oftomo—six—Menado. 

oZomo—Gorontalo. 

fturi—parrot. 

Zori—Gebe. 


K changes into 


T bu£a—open. 

Z-ras—hard. 
B Z’utu—louse. 


uZah—Pakatan. 
Zeras—Salayer. 
7uitoh—Karan. 
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M putih—white. 

panas—hot. 

F putih—white, 
ayi—fire, 
panah—how. 
puti—box. 
pili—choose. 

Oil panchang—palisade. 

P changes into 

muty—Teto. • 
wanah—Kisa. 

/ula—Eotti. 

a/u—Amblaw. e/i — Matabello. 

/un—Teor. /ean—Mysol. 

fnd —Teor. 

/idi—Malagasi. 
cAanchang—Java . 


p and ilk—short. c/^andak—Java, 

sap an g—sandalwood. sac/iang—Java. 


H api—fire. 

puti—box. 

W putih—white. 

G paluh—sweat. 

K atap—thatch. 

pisau—knife. 

N pulu—ten. 

a/m—Cajeli ha/d—Teto. 

7meti—Teluti. 
vimlan—Gani. 
yalo—Madura. 
ato7r—Bugis. 
lei su—M alagasi . 
n ulu—Tirnuri. 

R changes into 

D raut—polished, 
ratus—hundred. 
biru—blue. 

D1 baris—line. 

arao—day—Tagala. 

G bam— r live coals, 
baharu—new. 
baru—Sunda. 
berkas—faggot, 
berat—heavy, 
beras—rice, 
ratus—hundred, 
rusuk—side, 
rebah—fallen. 

(7au—Dyak. 

<7at us—Baju. 
ma-bic/u—Menado . 
bai/Zis—Bisaya. 
ai//au—Iloco, 
baya—Tagala. 

| bayo—Tagala. 

boykos—Bisaya. 
biyat—Tagala. 
biyas—Tagala. 
yatos—Tagala. 
yosok—Bisaya 
yiba—Tagala. 

ranggang—open, 
arao —day—Tagala. 

yanggang—Bisaya, 
aygao—Cayag. 
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H 

L 


S 


T 

W 

N 


1 ) 

R 

L 


T 


K 


L 


S 


R changes into 


beras—rice. 


rot an—rattan, 
barang—thing, 
rachun—poison, 
ribu—thousand, 
rechik—scatter, 
rebung—a shoot, 
ribu—thousand, 
u ran—rain—Iran u n. 
barang—thing, 
bar a—live coals, 
rechik—scatter, 
purok—short—Sarawak, 
ratus—hundred. 

busa—foam, 
busa—foam, 
bus a—foam, 
simo—man—Orang Utanof 
Johor. 

pisau—knife, 
sio—nine—Tidore. 
sulak—bald, 
tasik—sea. 


be^as—Dyak. 

/iotang—Battak. 
baZang—Tagala. 

Zasou—Tagala. 

/ibu—Tagala. 

Zisay—Bisaya. 

Zabong—Bisaya. 

sabu—Macassar and Bugis. 

usan—Punan Dyak. 

boZang—Bisaya. 

wazea—Java. 

«pisik—Tagala. 
pimok—Lara, 
watun—Kotti. 


5 changes into 

bucZah—Sunda. 
bur a—Battak. 
buZa—Tagala. 

Zimo—Orang L T tan of Johor. 

piZo—Gorontalo. 
o Zio—Gorontalo. 

Z ula—Tonga. 
taZi —Caroline. 


T changes into 


Zaro yam—Bate. 

Zoa fowl—Bate. 
faZa-faZa—breast—Samoa. 
maZa—eye. 

Zalinga—ear. 

Zangan—hand. 
puZih—white. 
maZa—eye. 
puZih—white. 


&alo—Ilea. 

&ua—Solomon Islands, 
va&ava/ca—Biji. 
ma&an—Kissa. 

I'ilin —Kissa. &aleha—Enganho. 

Zungan—Sibnow. 

fuZa—Kotti. 

maso—Malagasi. 

bus—My sol. 
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s 


N 


B 

P 

H 


| changes into 


tasi—sea—Ahtiago, 
huta—ten—Teor. 

£imah—tin. 
tangis—weep, 
tanuk—cook—Sarawak. 
Julias—to open—Sadong. 
/ulis—write, 
utan—forest, 
ufok—head—Bukutan 
Dyak. 

talang—bone. 

tasik—sea—Balan Dyak. 

?ijih—snake—Kinta Sakai. 

£uan—lord. 

taluk—bay. 

B 

&ujur—length. 

#unyi—noise. 

6asuh—washed. 
h ook —hair—Tagbenua. 
frulat—round. 

&ulan—moon. 

Zmka—open. 


sasi—Menado. 
hus a—Wahai. 
samali—Kay an Dyak. 
tangis—Malan. 

;mnuk—Lara. 

?mkas—Lara. 

/mlis—Java, 
u&an—Bulud Opie. 

u&ak—Land Dyak. 

£along—J ava. 
pasik—Bukutan Dyak. 
piji—Chendariang Sakai, 
puang—Bugis. 

/mlok—Kisa. 
omitted, 
ujur—Java, 
uni—Java, 
asuh—Java, 
ook—A chin, 
ulat—J ava. 
ulan—Iranun. 
utah—Pakatan. 


&aki—foot, 
fculit—skin, 
fca j u—wood—Bukutan 
Dyak. 

X-aluk—embrace. 

Z'asih—affection, 
fcikis—efface. 

Hbar—float. 


K omitted. 

ahi—Iranun. 
uli—Bugis. 

aju—Samoe. 

aluk—Battak. 
asi—Battak. 
ikis—Dyak. 
dber—fly—J ava. 
L omitted. 


amirn—Dyak. 


/amun—if. 
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L omitted. 


Zutut—knee. 

Zesting—mortar. 

Z a—day—K an ak a. 

Zalang—sort of grass. 

Zaki—man. 

Zibok—liair—Land Dyak. 
Zoma—heart—Fiji. 

M 

wana—where, 
wanis—sweet, 
wsinum—drink, 
wuda—young. 

miri—return. 
m atinr o—sleep—B u gis. 
wrnntak—vomit. 
wiinpi—dream, 
wampelam—man go. 

inyak—oil. 
mmam—sick. 


utut—Dyak. 
asun g—Macassar, 
a—Marquesas, 
alang—Java, 
aki—Iranun. 
ibok—Punan Dyak. 
nma—Sula Islands. 

omitted. 

ano—Tagala. 
anis—Dyak. 
inum—Java. 

uda—Battak young brother 
father, 
ure—Lara, 
atinro—Macassar, 
utah—Java, 
impi—Java, 
ampelan—Sunda. 
inyo—Sarawak, 
unam—Lara. 


[) omitted. 

d anum—water—Malan. anum—Milanau. 


mrong—nose—Iranun, 
nipa—tooth—Iranun. 
^asu—dog—Nias Island, 
wanti—wait. 

?mran—rain—Tonsea. 
mibu—deep—F ij i. 

ratus—hundred, 
nbu—thousand. 


|SJ omitted. 

irong—Bulud Opie. 
ipun—Sulus. 
asu—Iranun. 
anti—Java, 
uran—Eembokeng. 
obou—Aneiteum. 

R omitted. 

atus—Java, 
iwu—Java. 
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R omitted. 


rumah—house, 
rusuk—side, 
rebung—a shoot, 
rusa—deer, 
rima—hand—Bima. 


u ma—Java, 
usuk—Java, 
ebung—Java, 
usa—Sulu. 
ima—Sasak. 


s omitted. 


silau—nail—Melano Dyak. 
saloi—boat—Melano Dyak. 
surnpit —bio wpipe—Iranuu. 
sisit—small—Melano Dyak. 
si rut—drink—Melano Dyak 
saro—come—Bulud Opie. 
saiah—eight—Kian Dyak. 
suinu—high—Ladong. 
sungei—river, 
sak—ripe—Kian Dyak. 
sela—stone—Java, 
sin gut—bee—Pakatan Dyak 


ilu—Panun Dyak. 
aloi—Bukutan Dyak. 
umput—Kian Dyak. 
isi—Bukutan Dyak. 

. irup—Balan Dyak. 
aran—Balan Dyak. 
aian—Melano Dyak. 
omu—Sarawak, 
ungah—Kian Dyak. 
ak—Pakatan Dyak. 
ilah—Timbora. 

. in gat—Kian Dyak. 


\ omitted. 

Zulun—man—Dusun. ulun—Bulud Opie. 

Amjuk—finger—Balan Dyak. unjok—Malan. 


Zulu—head—Dusun. 
Allan—moon. 

/adan—day. 

Zapoi—fire, 
finggi—high. 

Zenang—calm. 

Zendas—head—Sunda, 
Zangan—hand. 

Zuta—head—Bima. 
Zasik—sea. 


ulu—Bulud Opie. 
ulan—Iranun. 
alan—Bukutan Dyak. 
apoi—Bulud Opie. 
inggil—Java, 
enang—Java, 
eudas—• Java, 
angan— Salakan. 
uta—Ceram, 
asih—Patos, 
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Metathesis.* 


rusa—deer. 

ursa—Battak. 

pateri—borax. 

parti—Battak. 

makan—eat. 

kuman—Dyak. 

tilar—snake. 

ural—Sea Dyak. 

mose—star—Erromango 
North. 

umse—Espiritu Santo. 

tuboh—body. 

mbutuh—Nias Islands. 

semut—ant. 

sitom—Bulud Opie. 

tikus—art 

sikut— Bulud Opie. 

timah—tin.. 

mital—Bulud Opie. 

ut an—jungle. 

tuan—Kian Dyak. 

kilat—lightning. 

latiga—Samoe. 

besok—to-morrow. 

suwog—D usun. 

ikan—fish. 

kina—Sanguir. 

talinga—ear. 

tan gin a—Sida. 

dara—blood. 

ratta—Yap. 

liva—lightning—Eiji. 

uila. 

unuma—drink—Eiji. 

umni—Aneiteum. 

lidah—tongue. 

dilah—Sulu. 

mano—bird—Lariki. 

namo— G-alela. 

manu—water—Bouton. 

namo—Ternate. 

dikit—small—Batchian. 

kedi—Salayer. 

naraka—hell. 

ranaka—Bugis. 


* [ Instances of metathesis are common enough in the Malay language 
itself. The following are examples:— 

beting —a sand or mud-hank. tebing —bank, edge. 

hampas —refuse Cf. hampa empty.) mmpcth —rubbish, dirt. 

tara —flat, level. rata —flat, level. 

tebal —thick. lebat —thick, heavy, (of rain or a crop of fruit). 

ololi —to mock, deride, pretend. la wait —to say or do a thing in fun 

or sport. 

lemnlmt and meluknt —broken grains of rice. 

rakit and arJfit —a raft. 

miliar and sarnal —trousers. 

ralan and arlrm —a smelting furnace. 
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Prefixes. 


putih—white. 

ma-pute—Bugis. 

lotong—black—Sembawa. 

ma-lotong—Bugis. 

tindu—sleep —Sasak. 

ma-tinro—Bugis. 

itam—black. 

ma-itum—Sanguir Island, 

biru—blue. 

ma-bidu—Men ado. 

anak—child. 

ini-anak—Alitiago. 

muti—cold—Batumerah. 

da -moti— W ayapo. 

mai—come—Sula Island. 

du-mahi—Sanguir. gu-malii— 

Massaratty 

telo— egg — W ay ap o. 

me-teio—Sula Island, un-telio— 
Baju. 

tolo—egg—My sol. 

on-tolo—Bouton. 

baba—father—J ava. 

ni-baba—Sula Island. nam-ba- 
ba—Galela. 

ama—father—Salayer. 

na-ama—Massaratty. 

bapa—father—Gani. 

ko-papa—Batumerah. 

panas—hot. 

um-pana—Amblaw. mo-f anas— 
Goh. 

pito—knife—Gorontalo. 

ko-bit—Gani. 

tin—mat—Mysol. 

ka-tini—Massaratty. 

laut—sea. 

be-lot—Mysol. 

polo—soft —Morelia. 

um-blo—Mysol. 

bulan—moon. 

ram-bulan—Java vulgar. 

yu—shark. 

kluyu—Java. 

metan—black—Ke Island. 

mul-metan—Mysol. 

Decapitation. 

ram-but—hair. 

buk—Bulud Opie. 

ka-pala—head. 

pala-ulau—Melano Dyak. 

am-pat—four. 

pat—Iranun. 

ki-chil—small. 

chili—Java. 

ta-linga—-ear. 

linga—Milanau. 

mi-nyak—oil. 

nyauk—Melano Dyak. 

bi-tuin—star—Sanguir. 

toin—Matabello. 
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Decapitation. 


be-tol—star—Gani. 

tulu—W ayapo. 

clu-ri—thorn. 

ri— Java. 

j a-latang—rattle. 

latang—Java. 

de-lapan—eight. 

lapan—Semang of Ijoh. 

sem-bilan—nine. 

pitan—Kian Dyak. 

ma-k an—eat. 

k a un—Tagben u a. 

he-sok—to-morrow. 

suwog—-Dusun. 

pi-sang—plantain. 

sain—Sulu. 

tu-juh—seven. 

ju—Land Dyak. 

CoNTEACTION. 

darah—blood. 

dah—Punan Dyak. 

tulun—man—Dusun. 

ton—Iranun. 

kaki—foot. 

aai—Tagbenua. 

tulu—head—Dusnn. 

ulu—Bulud Opie. 0 —Sulu. 

bulu—hair. 

mbu—Nias Island. 

ikan — fish. 

ka—Perak Semang. 

bras — rice. 

bah—Punan Dyak. 

minyak—oil. 

inyo—-Sarawak. 

sum pi tan—blow-pipe, 
bulud—mountain—Bnlud 

upit—Bnkutan Dyak. 

Opie. 

bud—Sulus. 

sungei—river. 

aung—Perak Semang. 

tanah—land. 

teh—Perak Semang. 

ayer—water. 

ai—Balan Dyak. 

hi tarn—blac*k. 

ita—Nias Island. 

makan—eat. 

man—Land Dyak. 

tarum—indigo—Sunda. 

tom—Java. 

jarum—needle. 

dagum — Bisayan. dom—Java. 

sumut—ant. 

uniu—Liang. 

polutu — boat — Wahai. 

lotu—Sula Island. oti—Tidore. 

manis—sweet. 

mis—Mysol. 

tasok—sea—Gah. 

tak—Erromango North. 

taruh—wager. 

toh—J ava, 


